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About the Author 



Richard E. Sprague is a pioneer in the field of electronic computers and a leading American authority on 
Electronic Funds Transfer Systems (EFTS). Receiving his BSEE degreee from Purdue University in 1942, 
his computing career began when he was employed as an engineer for the computer group at Northrup 
Aircraft. He co-founded the Computer Research Corporation of Hawthorne, California in 1950, and by 
1953, serving as Vice President of Sales, the company had sold more computers than any competitor. In 
1960, he became the Director of Computer Systems Consulting for Touche, Ross, Bailey, and Smart. He 
became a partner in that company in 1963, and started its Advanced Business Systems Department in 1964 
where he stayed until 1968. In 1968 he established Sprague Research and Consulting for Computer 
Information Systems Consultation. He is currently also Consultant to the President’s Commission on 
EFTS and full time consultant to Battelle Memorial Institute of Frankfurt, Germany. 

In 1966, Mr. Sprague commenced an intensive program of research into the photographic evidence 
associated with the assassination of John Kennedy. He served a year as photographic expert advisor in the 
investigations conducted by New Orleans District Attorney Jim Garrison and had amassed and analyzed a 
majority of the known evidence on film by 1968 when he co-founded the Committee to Investigate 
Assassinations. He served with CTIA as an active researcher, board member and Secretary from 1968 to 
1974. 

Following numerous radio and television appearances and extensive lecture tours of the United States 
and Canada (where slides and films were used to demonstrate the basic evidence of conspiracy), he began, 
in 1974, working toward a Congressional investigation of all four major political assassinations and the 
cover-ups and links among these interrelated events. He was an advisor to Representative Henry B. 
Gonzales (D-Texas) on House Resolution 203 which proposed the appointment of a committee to 
investigate the circumstances surrounding the deaths of JFK, RFK, Martin Futher King and the attempt 
upon the life of Presidential Candidate George Wallace. He served as a consultant to Richard A. Sprague 
and G. Robert Blakey, the first and second General Counsels of the House Select Committee on 
Assassinations and served through the end of the Committee’s existence. 

He is author of Electronic Business Systems (Ronald Press) 1962, Information Utilities (Prentice Hall) 
1969, and a celebrated series of articles which appeared in Computers & Automation Magazine beginning 
in 1970. He is also co-author with Dick Russell of In Search of the Assassins which is scheduled for 
publication by the Dial Press in 1977. 

The materials presented in this book are drawn from an analysis of the photographic evidence, personal 
knowledge and records of the Garrison investigation, research files of the Committee to Investigate 
Assassinations and Congressional Committees. 




Introduction 



This book is not about assassinations, at least not solely about assassinations. It is not just another book 
about who murdered President Kennedy or how or why. It is a book about power, about who really 
controls the United States policies, especially foreign policies. It is a book about the process of control 
through the manipulation of the American presidency and the presidential election process. The objective 
of the book is to expose the clandestine, secret, tricky methods and weapons used for this manipulation, 
and to reveal the degree to which these have been hidden from the American public. 

Assassinations are only one of many techniques used in this control process. They have been important 
only in the sense that they are the ultimate method used in the control of the election process. Viewed in 
this way, an understanding of what happened to John or Robert Kennedy becomes more important because 
it leads to a total understanding of what has happened to our country, and to us, since 1960. But the 
important thing to understand is the control and the power and all of the clandestine methods put together. 

Much of the information in the book has been published before in the magazines Computer and 
Automation and People and the Pursuit of Truth , both edited and published by Edmund C. Berkeley, 
Newtonville, Mass. The material on assassination and other events covered is based on evidence collected 
by the author individually or through the Committee to Investigate Assassinations. References to 
documentation of this evidence are given throughout the book. 

I am indebted to the following people for assistance in the research work involved and the preparation 
of the book itself: 

Special thanks go to Mary Ferrell who typed the original of the book. 

Jerry Policoff, Mark Lane, Ed Berkeley, Bob Cutler, Jim Garrison, Bill Turner, Wayne Chastain, Bob 
Richter, Gary Shaw, Fletcher Prouty, Rush Harp, Jones Harris, Bob Saltzman, Penn Jones, Larry Harris, 
Sylvia Meagher, Ray Marcus, Harold Weisberg, Hal Dorland, Paris Flammonde, Tink Thompson, Bob 
Katz, Joachim Joesten, Peter Downay, Harry Irwin, Dick Billings, Jim Lesar, Fred Newcomb, Lillian 
Castellano, Dick Russell, Tris Coffin, Mae Brussell, Bill Barry, Gary Roberts and most of all to my wife 
Gloria whose hard work and infinite patience made it all possible. 

The book is dedicated to Representative Henry B . Gonzalez for his singular courage in standing against 
the forces of evil. 



Richard E. Sprague 



Hartsdale, New York 
July 4, 1976 




Publisher’s Word 



We published The Taking Of America 12 3 during the winter of 1976-77. It was typed under the guns 
in Dallas, Texas, and offset printed in Woodstock, N.Y. A few weeks later— five hundred copies in all, 24 of 
which were fired off to the two House Committees involved in the investigation of the assassinations. Our 
elation with this ‘coup-de-truth’ evaporated as we saw the committee destroyed at the starting line. 

The following summer, while motoring across our sadly taken America, I experienced a tremendous 
synchroneity of events which lead to my discovering the Power Control Group’s secret team of murderer’ s 
and their patsies. This knowledge caused me to come out in the open even further and place a sign on 
route 28 enroute to Woodstock. "Who Killed J.F.K., R.F.K., M.L.K., M.J.K.?" in reflecting letters on a 
blood-red field. The Modjeska Sign Studios estimated 1.2 million sightings per month. And we then 
watched the committee suppress and muddle the evidence while chanting the Katydid like cry, of the 
tremendous big lie — Oswald did it, Oswald did it, Oswald did it, did it, did it. 

So we are bringing our knowledge up to date with the closing of the new Warren Report which now, due 
to The Witness They Could Not Kill ( the sound tape that proved conclusively that more than one gun was 
involved in the president’s assassination), at last admits conspiracy. Where do we go from here? We 
reach out now for a courageous commercial publisher to spread these truths that we hold self-evident out 
to our duped, betrayed, and steadily lied-to Americans. 



Rush Harp 
Barbara Black 




- 5 - 



THE TAKING OF AMERICA, 1-2-3 
Chapter 1 

The Overview and the the 1976 Election 



The taking of America has been both a simple and a very complex process. It has not been the result of 
a coup d’etat, although some aspects of the process resemble a coup. It has not been a process similar to 
the dictatorship takeovers in Germany, Italy and other fascist regimes. It has not been a process like the 
Communist "uprisings" in Russia, Hungary and other Eastern European countries. 

The taking of America has been a process unique in the history of the world. The one feature that 
makes it unique is that what was once the greatest democracy in the world has been taken over by a power 
control group without the knowledge of most of the American people, their congressional representatives, 
or the rest of the world. 

The group has taken America in this fashion because manipulation of the American presidency and the 
presidential electoral procedure is enough to control America. Two fiendishly clever stratagems were used 
to keep the fact that control had been seized from being obvious to the people. The first of these was 
control of the established media in the dissemination of both true (blocking) and false (flooding) 
information. The second was the use of clandestine and secret weapons and techniques developed during 
World War Two and perfected during the Korean and Viet Nam wars. These techniques are so new and 
unusual as to be unbelievable to most citizens. Thus, the incredibility of such weapons as hypnosis, 
brainwashing and "programming" of patsies as assassins became a psychological tool in the bag of 
techniques of the power control group. The average American has shrugged off the possibility of the 
takeover with the belief that, "That’s not possible here." 

The use of such weapons, coupled with a tremendous campaign through the controlled media that both 
whitewashes any signs of conspiracies and spreads disinformation throughout the country, has successfully 
blocked any serious or official attempts to get at the truth. Unofficial investigators, private researchers, and 
even Congressional representatives have been ridiculed and completely blocked by both the power control 
group and their media allies. 

To take over a real democracy without letting the people know it has been taken over is a fantastic 
achievement. A list of the accomplishments of the power control group illustrates the point. Since 1963, 
they have: 

1. Assassinated John F. Kennedy; 

2. Controlled Lyndon B. Johnson as president; 

3. Forced LBJ out of the presidency; 

4. Assassinated Robert F. Kennedy, assuring Nixon’s election in 1968; 
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5. Assassinated Dr. Martin Luther King; 

6. Eliminated Ted Kennedy as a contender in the 1972 elections by framing him at 
Chappaquiddick and threatening his children; 

7. Stopped George Wallace’s campaign, assuring Nixon’s election in 1972; 

8. Knocked Edmund Muskie out of the 1972 election campaign by using dirty tricks; 

9. Covered up all of the above; 

10. Controlled the 15 major news media organizations; 

11. Made Gerald Ford vice president and then president; 

12. Insured continuity of the cover-ups by forcing Ford to pardon Nixon; 

13. Murdered about 100 witnesses and participants in the three assassinations and one 
attempted assassination; 

14. Blocked efforts by private citizens and organizations to reveal the take-over; discredited, 
ruined or infiltrated these individuals or groups; murdered or were accomplices to the 
murders of the operating assassins; 

15. Blocked efforts by members of the Senate and House to initiate investigations of the 
assassinations and attempted to whitewash, ridicule or eliminate these efforts (their 
influence and infiltration has been particularly effective in the Church Committee and in the 
House Rules Committee); 

16. Controlled the presidential election procedure since 1964 by eliminating the candidates who 
might expose the truth and insuring the election or appointment of candidates already 
committed to covering up the truth about the take-over. 

The question for 1976 was: Could the power control group continue the take-over during that year’s 
elections? Would they be successful in blocking efforts to expose the take-over by congress? Would they 
be able to fool the American public again, control the media, and eliminate the contenders for the 
presidency in 1976 who might have threatened their secure position? The answer to these questions was 
"Yes." 

The candidates on the scene during the 1976 primaries fell into three categories according to the control 
group’s point of view. Category 1 included candidates that would continue the cover-up of the take-over. 
Gerald Ford led this group with Ronald Reagan not far behind him. Henry Jackson was a probable ally 
because of his backing of the CIA, an important organization in the cover-ups and the takeover. Category 
2 included those candidates who would probably try to expose the take-over and the power control group if 
elected. Morris Udall, Fred Harris and George Wallace fell into this category. The third category included 
candidates whose intentions were not clear, or unknown at the time. Jimmy Carter, Franck Church and 
Hubert Humphrey remained in this group, and Sergeant Shriver and Birch Bayh were also in this category 
before they dropped out of the race. 

Efforts would have been made to eliminate Udall, Harris or Wallace if any one of them was nominated 
at the Democratic convention. Carter must certainly have been put to some kind of loyalty test before 
being permitted to continue as the Democratic nominee. Reagan and Ford were, no doubt, already "safe" 
candidates for the control group because of their demonstrated cover-up performances. 

Ford had cooperated fully in at least four ways. He was on the Warren Commission and played a 
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leading role in the cover-up. He wrote the cover-up book Portrait of the Assassin. He pardoned Nixon and 
protected the Nixon tapes. And he formed the Rockefeller Commission, appointing David Belin as head of 
the staff to continue the cover-up of the JFK conspiracy. 

Reagan had cooperated in at least three ways. He protected important witnesses from extradition from 
California between 1967 and 1969 for testimony before the grand jury in New Orleans and at the trial of 
Clay Shaw. He assisted Evelle Younger, then district attorney in Los Angeles and later California state 
attorney general, in covering up the assassination conspiracy in the Robert Kennedy case. And he has 
consistently supported the foreign and domestic clandestine activities of the CIA, FBI and other 
intelligence agencies both nationally and in California. 

A later chapter will describe just how the Democratic candidate may be eliminated and when. 
Congressman Henry B. Gonzalez from San Antonio, Texas, who introduced House Resolution 204 to 
reopen the two Kennedy assassination cases, the Dr. King case and the George Wallace shooting, took a 
public position on the possibility that the 1976 election was controlled. Gonzalez said "If we find the 
answers — the truth — to the questions I have raised (about the assassinations of JFK, RFK, MLK and the 
Wallace attempt), as well as those many others have raised, will the truth make us free? Yes, it will, for 
the truth will make us free to pursue democracy — our system of government — through the ballot box, and 
we will not be subject to government by bullets. The truth will enable us to prevent such a series of events 
from happening again. Some of the supporters of the investigation have written to me recently of their 
hope that the investigation will get underway right away (March 1976) because they are concerned that 
there is great danger in store for the Democratic nominee for the President, whoever he turns out to be. I 
hope very much that these fears do not turn out to have a basis in fact." 




Chapter 2 

The Power Control Group 



Just who and what is the Power Control Group? Some have said it’s the military industrial complex. 
Some prefer to put the blame on the Rockefellers and the Council on Foreign Relation. Others have talked 
about control shifting from the "Yankees" to the "Cowboys" and back again. The term "The Cabal," first 
used in an obscure paper by an unknown author in 1968, 1 described a high level conspiracy group that 
planned, financed and carried out the assassination of John F. Kennedy. The word Cabal has been used 
since then by some authors and researchers and applied to all of the major domestic assassinations. 

The idea of a Cabal raises more questions than it answers. Who is in the Cabal? Was the same Cabal 
behind the planning and financing of all five (Chappaquiddick being the fifth) major eliminations? Or are 
there several interlocking Cabals? What about the Warren and Rockefeller Commissions? Were they part 
of the Cabal? Which Cabal controls and infiltrated the media and organized the disinformation that poured 
forth in 1975 and 1976? Was Ford a Cabal member? Was Nixon? How about Johnson and Kissinger? 
Has one Cabal commanded the executions of the 100 witnesses and lower level participants? 

The mistake made by researchers in postulating higher level groups is that they simplify a very complex 
situation. To draw a distinct line between those involved in an overt conspiracy to assassinate a leader and 
those involved afterward in covering up the first group’s actions is a mistake. The cover-ups are far more 
important than the original assassinations. Each assassination or attempted assassination, or other form of 
elimination of a leader, is only part of a greater whole. The 16 accomplishments of the power control 
group listed in Chapter 1, plus those now taking place and those scheduled for the future, should be 
considered as a continuum. The control group membership may contain individuals in various categories, 
some of whom planned assassinations, some of whom knew about the assassinations, and some of whom 
did not know about assassinations in advance. Some may have been on the firing line but have had nothing 
to do with the cover-ups. Some of them are victims of later eliminations. Somewhere in the power control 
group’s hierarchy is a sub-group or perhaps several sub-groups that have been responsible for the 
attempted assassinations of presidential candidates, earlier assassins, witnesses, and earlier middle-to- 
higher level members in the power control group. These sub-groups might be thought of as intelligence- 
style task forces or mini-Cabals. There is little question that many of the individuals in these task forces 
are from organized crime and from the intelligence community, or both. They have had access to 
intelligence techniques and weapons that have frequently been used in the the elimination process. 

A second mistake made by some researchers is to assume that the Cabal’s shape remains static through 
time. Evidence shows that the Power Control Group has been a living organism that both shrinks and 
grows as a function of time. The shrinkages take place through eliminations and a few natural deaths. The 
growth takes place for several reasons. It is necessary to use new techniques and new people for the 



1. Nomenclature of an Assassination Cabal, Torbett, 1968 (Copeland Document) 




- 9 - 



group’s activities as time passes in order to continue effective control of the media and to continue to fool 
the people and Congress. It’s also necessary to bring new high level people into the group from time to 
time. Candidates for president acceptable to the group must be sworn in and must agree to continue the 
cover-ups. New media lackeys or new special committees or commissions are also needed. Once in a 
while an individual blackmails his way in. Some come in on a de facto basis. (Protectors of the Kennedys 
and their children fall into this category.) 

The very nature of the cover-up procedure has made it necessary to expose at least some of the truth to 
vice presidents and vice presidential candidates, in addition to presidents Johnson, Nixon, and Ford. Each 
vice president elected or appointed since 1963 has had to know the truth about the cover-ups in the event 
he became president (Humphrey under Johnson, Agnew under Nixon, and then Ford and Rockefeller). 
Ford was the most important of these since he had to agree to pardon Nixon and to protect the tapes. 

The heads of the FBI and CIA, selected trusted second-level men, and the deputy director of plans 
(DDP) in the CIA have all had to know some of the truth. The members of the 40 group and their 
successors who presumably know all intelligence secrets of the country are, no doubt, brought into this 
"inner circle" of knowledgeable people. 

The Warren Commissioners were split. Warren, Dulles McCloy and Ford all knew the truth; Cooper, 
Boggs and Russell did not. The Rockefeller Commission was also split. Rockefeller certainly knows and 
so does Ford’s man on that Commission, David Belin. Kissinger must have known the truth; so must have 
the officers in the Department of Defense. Then there are the Secret Team members, planted in the various 
media organizations, who know the truth. A later chapter will describe who they are and how they lead the 
media cover-up and disinformation mill. 

This living organism view of the Power Control Group can best be constructed and proven by starting 
with the cover-up efforts and the control of the media, as opposed to examining the conspiracies to 
assassinate each leader. It is much easier to show how Gerald Ford, for example, led the cover-up in the 
JFK conspiracy than it is to determine who the members of the Power Control Group were who planned 
and financed the assassination. 

It is difficult to show evidence of higher level participation in the assassinations of Robert Kennedy, Dr. 
King and in the attempted assassination of George Wallace. It is not difficult to prove that many high level 
individuals conspired to cover-up the conspiracies in each of the three cases. It is not difficult to prove that 
they helped frame at least one of the patsies (James Earl Ray). 

Much of the content of this book will show evidence of the cover-ups and discuss the actions that are 
still taking place that protect the Power Control Group. Only summary information is included on the 
original conspiracies, except where there is a lack of published data. 




